
 

 
 
 
 02 6372 6780 

www.churchstreetvets.com.au 

Church Street Vets 

138 Church Street, Mudgee 

 

PRE-OP                
 

 

Pre-operative instructions: 

• For dogs and cats, do not give them anything to eat after 8pm the night before 

their procedure. It is important that your pet has no access to food, including 

treats. Water is allowed until admission. 

• For rabbis and guinea pigs, continue to provide them with food and water as 

normal. We ask that you bring along their regular food for us to give to them 

after their procedure.  

• We ask that dogs are bathed prior to surgery to ensure cleanliness and help 

minimise the risk of infection. Dogs should be taken for a walk prior to admission 

to allow them to go to the toilet.  

• Cats should be kept indoors with a litter tray from 8pm the night before their 

procedure.  

• Dogs must be brought into the clinic on a secure collar and lead, and cats in a 

secure cat carrier.  

• When you arrive at the clinic with your pet, you will be asked a few questions and 

will need to sign a consent form. You must be aged 18 years or over to sign the 

consent form. You will need to provide us with a telephone number which we are 

able to contact you on that day. Please allow 15 minutes for the entire admission 

process.  

• If you would like any additional procedure performed, such as nail clipping, 

please mention this on admission.  

 

Pre-anaesthetic blood tests: 

Sedation or anaesthetic involves giving your pet drugs that their body will need to 

remove in order to recover (wake up) once the procedure is complete. The liver and 

kidneys play a vital role in this recovery process. If they have a reduced function this can 

lead to problems both during and after the procedure.  

A pre-anaesthetic blood test is a test that we are able to perform as a part of a patient’s 

pre-operative health check. This blood test provides important information on your pet’s 

internal organs (especially the condition of the liver and kidneys) that cannot be 

obtained from a physical examination alone. It helps the vet to assess your pet’s 

suitability to undergo the scheduled procedure.  
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A pre-anaesthetic blood tests is also a good idea for young, healthy patients. Younger 

patients are often energetic, happy, and healthy companions. Keeping your pet healthy 

throughout their life relies upon preventative care. You might not think it is important to 

monitor your pet at this time of their life, but it is precisely when your pet is young that 

we can see what is ‘normal’ for your pet and help us to identify changes as they get 

older.    

Intravenous fluid therapy 

Should your pet’s blood results reveal a problem or your pet is undergoing a lengthy or 

major procedure we recommend placing them on intravenous fluid therapy for a 

number of reasons: 

• An anaesthetic or sedation causes your pet’s blood pressure to decrease. A drip 

helps to maintain a higher blood pressure and therefore ensure adequate blood 

flow to vital organs such as the brain, heart, liver and kidneys. 

• If the blood results suggest there is a problem with the kidneys, fluids will help 

support them and allow them to perform their normal function. 

Finally 

Our standards of care are important to us and the care that we give each and every 

beloved pet. If at any time you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to call us 

(02) 6372 6780.  

 

 


